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ACTION DPW-01 

INFO OCT-01 EUR-25 EA-11 ADP-00 SSO-OO NSCE-00 CIAE-00 

DODE-OO PM-09 H-02 INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC- 10 PA-03 

RSC-01 PRS-01 SS-15 USIA-12 IO-12 RSR-01 /1 17 W 

125536 

O R 060622 Z APR 73 

FM AMEMBASSY VIENTIANE 

TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 3456 

INFO AMEMBASSY BANGKOK 

AMEMBASSY PARIS 

AMEMBASSY SAIGON 

CDR JCRC NKP THAI 

CONFIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 2665 

E. O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MOPS, LA 
SUBJECT: PW' S IN LAOS 

REF: A. STATE 063497 

B. VIENTIANE 6402, AUG. 25, 1972 

C. VIENTIANE 6446, AUG. 26, 1972 

1. DISSEMINATION OF UNRELIABLE INFORMATION CON- 
CERNING FATE OF C-123 CREW MISSING SINCE DEC 27, 

1971, HAS BEEN PET PROJECT OF BRUCE PERCIFIED. 

REFS B AND C REPORTED IN DETAIL PERCIFIELD' S 
FRENZIED ACTIVITIES RELATED TO ALLEGED CAPTURE OF 
C-123 CREW WHICH LATER TURNED OUT TO BE ENTIRELY 
FABRICATED. WE KNOW THAT INFORMATION PERCIFIELD 
IS CURRENTLY RECEIVING COMES FROM SAME UNRELIABLE 
SOURCE MENTIONED IN PARA TWO, REFB. WE LEARNED 
RECENTLY THAT PERCIFIELD HAS SOME CONTACT WITH 
LINDSTROM, WHICH SATISFIES US THAT HE IS LATTER' S 
SOURCE OF INFORMATION. 

2. EMBASSY, THROUGH ALL ITS SOURCES, HAS BEEN 
UNABLE TO LOCATE A TRACE OF AIRCRAFT IN QUESTION, 
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NOR HAVE WE BEEN ABLE TO OBTAIN ANY INFORMATION 
CONCERNING FATE OF CREW. NO INFORMATION HAS COME 
TO OUR ATTENTION THAT RITTER, TOWNLEY AND WEISSENBACH 
ARE BEING HELD CAPTIVE IN CHINA. 

GODLEY 



CONFIDENTIAL 



*** Current Handling Restrictions *** n/a 
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Executive Order: RR 
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Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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